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heavens are above the earth, protects Arjuna ; therefore speak not so rashly, so foolishly/'
On this Kama of hot temper flung down his weapons. " Then will I wait and bide my time. When thou hast become quiet, 0 Grandsire, these others shall behold my prowess, but not till then ! So, till thy death sets me free, farewell! "
Saying thus he left the Court and went to his own house.
And Bhishma, old and grey and wise, laughed aloud and said: " Lo ! behold how the son of the charioteer keepeth his promise to slay the sons of Pandu ! "
But Duryod&na, filled with anger, shouted: " So long as I live even that much of our land as can be covered with the point of a sharp needle shall not be yielded to the Panda vas."
Then Bhishma rose and said : " This burden vast as the ocean will, 0 King, be taken up by me. Pledged as I am to protect the Kings of Hustina-pura I will fight for thee. Lo ! I have thought of it for long years. Now the terrible encounter is at hand, the destruction of the whole race is inevitable. So be it."
So, after this, preparations for battle were made, and the next morning, under a cloudless sky, the Kauravas, urged thereto by Duryodana set out against the Pandavas. And all of them were attired in white and decked with garlands. Thus, after pouring libations on the fire and being blessed by Brahmans, they raised their standards.
And Yudistra with sorrow and regret, set out likewise for the plain where the battle was to be fought.
And it was a wide sandy plain whereon many battles had been waged already, so that the sand thereof was drenched with the blood of thousands

